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Ahn Chang Hong / Artist Statement

Another Beginning, the Sketch of Mr. Sohn

A few days ago, I led Mr. Sohn, a farmer that lives next door, to my studio to pose
as a nude model. It was quite a while ago that I decided to paint him, and it took
some time of hard effort to actually put it into practace. When I first asked him, he
seemed to think that I was out of my mind. But he finally gave in to my repeated
persuasion. After he reluctantly accepted, his first quesdon was “Will my body get
hurt?” I reassured him by saying “Don’t worry. All you need to do 1s sit stll with
your clothes off. How could you get hurt?”. I asked him to come to my smudio when
he felt like it, and waited. And finally, a few days ago, on a rainy autumn morning,
he came to knock on the door. Since, in the countryside, there isn't much work to
do on a rainy day, he seemed to have made up his mind to come. Once he came in
the studio, he seemed to feel awkward to take off his clothes in an unfamiliar space
and hesitated. The best way to help is to wait for the model to feel comfortable. So
the only thing I could do was to tell the model where to pose as I got ready to paint,

and wait. ..

At last, as if he made up his mind, he sat on the “bed couch™ and started to take off
his clothes His shoulder and back that was shown as he took off his clothes were
solid and strong. In the eyes of the observer, the body of the farmer was beauaful,
with the dignity of a warrior that has faced the harsh, capricious tempering of the

earth his entre life and the authority from his years of expenence.

The muscles and wrinkles with no more protein left, and the thickened joints from
the long labor of culdvatng and harvesang day and night were like the grandeur
of nature that neared its senescence after the sway of raging waves. For a moment,
there was a sublime silence. Mr. Sohn, as if he felt my sincerity, earnestly took some

poses that I asked without any complaint.
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