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Abstract

Korean Biopolitics and the Aesthetics of Death:
Ahn Chang Hong's Human Figures Between 1976 and 1999

Lee, Byung Hee (Chung-Ang University / Ph.D. Candidate)

This paper explores the implications of Ahn Chang-Hong's aesthetics of deat
h in the context of the Korean biopolitics that can be divided into two periods. First
period, from the 1970s to the mid-1980s, is characterized by a draconian censors
hip and discipline all over society. His work in this period is characterized by the
aesthetics of pure violence, which embodied suppressed emotions such as rage.
From the late 1980s to the late 1990s when Korean people had to pawn their live
s for financial success, Ahn offered an aesthetic of anxiety by painting portraits
of those who suffered from inner split by their excessive pursuit of desire. As a
singular potentiality or an ironical expression of immortal life, Ahn's ‘aesthetics of
death’ embodied by violence and anxiety becomes an aesthetic form of what Giorg

io Agamben calls “whatever singularity.”
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=95 &9l Hr} o & xHE 4 S Aolot. o] A Fd
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